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A Statement of the Office of the Prime Minister
On the Glazed Tiles with Alleged Historical Thai Inscriptions

In accordance with newspaper and magazine reports concerning the inscribed tile
found in Changwad Petburi deciphered by a,monk specializing in ancient characters, and which
appeared to be a historical description of the Thai nation before the Buddhist Era.

The Office of the Prime Minister turned the matter over to the Fine Arts Department
and the Department of Natural Resources whose archaeological and scientific experts have
investigated the case, the results of which are as follows:

1. The inscribed tile were proved by the Department of Natural Resources to have
been cast with a mixture of clay, sand and the so-called Portland cement, similar to the kind
of cement produced by the present day Thai Cement Company. The surface of the tile is
glazed with a substance easily dissolved in alcohol and which is understood to have shellac
mixed in it. Those glazed tiles with inscriptions, thus, must have been made in the present
day and not in olden times.

2. The characters inscribed on the glazed tiles have been examined by experts on
ancient characters from the Fine Arts Department in comparison with the ancient characters
of India, Combodia and even those of the different Thai tribes of the central region, of Lanna,
of Lanchang, the Shan States, and Tonkin. It was discovered that nothing of the different
marks on the tile inscriptions was similar to those ancient scripts, or could be combined or
made into any comprehensible words or grammatical sentences, but all of the characters inscribed
on those glazed tiles were an imitation of the present day Thai and Chinese characters.

3. A passage deciphered from the glazed tile inscription says that during the reign
of King Tab Thai Thong, the first stone Buddha image was made in the Ruesi Cave at Khao
Ngoo Mountain. This identifies the stone Buddha image in the Ruesi Cave at Khao Ngoo
Mountain, in Changwad Ratburi of the present time; and another passage claims that King
Tab Thai Thong succeeded to the throne between the so-called Pee-lo or the period between
1112 and 1202, which was, according to the monk who has deciphered the insciption, 1190
years before the Buddhist Era. Supposing that this event occurred during this period of time,
it would mean that the making of the stone Buddha image in Ruesi Cave at Khoa Ngoo
Mountain, in Changwad Ratburi took place 12 years before or not later than 12 years before
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the Buddhist Era, which is not consistant with the archaeological facts. ~According to well-
recognized evidence, the first Buddha images were made about 600 B.E. or not earlier than
400 B.E.  The stone Buddha image in Ruesi Cave at Khao Ngoo Mountain is considered
to be a work of Dvaravati art dating about 1100—1700 B.E., and the inscription on the
image was in one of the ancient languages of southern India, about the same age as that
of the workmanship of this Buddha image. In conclusion, the stone Buddha image in Ruesi
Cave at Khao Ngoo Mountain was made between 1100—1700 B.E., and not about 12 B.E.
or earlier as according to the claim of the glazed tile inscriptions.

4. The Buddha images and the Sema-Dhamma-chak (a sema inscised with the
Wheel of the Law) which according to the inscription were already existent and are claimed
to be thousands of years old, the same age as the glazed tile inscriptions, are in fact imitations
of some of the Buddha images in the National Museum, Bangkok, and imitations of models
of Buddha images, newly created by the artist of the Fine Arts Department for use as illustrations
in some of publications on Buddhist subjects, The Sema-Dhamma-chak ( a sema inscised with
the Wheel of the Law) are also imitations taken from memorial medals of the 25th century
celebration of Buddhism.

This matter has been officially investigated, and it was found that the glazed tile
inscriptions were made by a certain man whose occupation was to make imitations of antiquities
for sale. This man lived in the locality of Koo Bua, Changwad Ratburi. After finishing
some of his imitations, he sold them to a certain woman living in Bangkok, who later on presented
them to the monk. The man who made the false antiquities also presented his works to this
monk, being one of his admirers. The Buddha images and the Sema-Dhamma-chak ( a sema
inscised with the Wheel of the Law) were also made by a certain craftsman who specialized
in making imitations of ancient works. This man lives in the locality of Bang-Khun-tien,
Changwad Thonburi. '

In conclusion, all the glazed tiles with alleged inscription concerning Thai history
before the Buddhist Era, as well as the Buddha images referred to as works made in the same
period as the inscribed tiles, are works very recently made, and they are not at all the work of
ancient times as was reported in the newspapers. Since numerous people believed this news concern-
ing the discovery of the inscribed glazed tiles relevant to the history of Thailand, and of the sup-
posedly ancient Buddha images, thus causing confusion and damage to the cause of historical
and archaeological studies of the country and since those who continue believing the report lose
money in buying them, the Office of the Prime Minister, therefore, issues this statement of facts
for the general public to know. Please do not be led into believing these false rumors.
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